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Republic 
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Pridnestrovie (also known as Transnistr ia) 
exudes the pheromonal spunk of an 
emerging post-Communist state, replete with 
despotism, bribery and a developing nightl i fe. 
The president is Igor Smirnov – what more 
can you ask for than a leader whose last 
name is homonymous with a vodka brand 
(and who looks l ike an overweight copy of 
Lenin, with his Bolshevik goatee)?
Having realized i ts bewitching appeal to 
a certain traveller demographic, Pridnestrovie 
has attempted to capitalize on tourism by 
sett ing up a website that proclaims i tself  “ the 
Ukrainian Riviera”.
Six years ago a pair of Austrian 
photojournalists began visi t ing Pridnestrovie, 
building up connections and trust with local 
ci t izens and authorit ies over a series of 
subsequent tr ips.
The culmination of their work is the photobook 
“This is Radio PMR: News from Transnistr ia”, 
released in 2007 by boutique German 
publishing house Bildschöne Bücher.
B EAST spoke to Marcell  about their travels 
through this curious l i t t le country.

B EAST: What drew you to Pridnestrovie?

Marcell :  Pridnestrovie is a journalist ’s and 
an art ist ’s dream. This is a country that 
refuses the dissolution of the Soviet Union. 
Even though i t  no longer is Communist,  i t  st i l l 
holds high the values of the glorious past. 
The country is internationally not recognized 
- that adds a thri l l ing poli t ical momentum. 
The people st i l l  l ive under Soviet-style 
propaganda which is an invitation for art ist ic 
ref lection and action. Last but not least,  there 
are few westerners who expose themselves to 
Pridnestrovie. We believe there are not many 
Western Europeans who know the country as 
well  as we do.

What’s next – what borders haven’t been 

crossed?

We have travelled Pridnestrovie for six years 
now. I t  became sort of a second home. I 
think we are not ready to let go completely. 
There are st i l l  so many stories to tel l .  The 
book was not the end but rather a beginning. 
Besides that we are ogling the other non-
recognized countries - South Ossetia, 
Abkhazia, Karabakh, Somali land. Borders and 
boundaries are what interest us most. 

Was Pridenstrovie a closed society? Were 

people unwilling to talk to you at first? 

How did you win their confidence?

Pridnestrovie is both a closed society and one 

with a certain amount of curiosity.  There is 
isolation from the outside world. People can 
travel to some extent but they feel left  alone. 
Due to the small number of visi t ing foreigners 
we are as visible as a coloured cow. There 
was this young woman who was so thri l led to 
meet us, saying that she never expected to be 
able to talk to a foreigner. But there is a lot of 
suspicion thanks to the propaganda. So the 
f irst  thought of a Pridnestrovian might be – 
“Cool,  there is a foreigner to talk to.” And the 
second - but what i f  he is a spy? I t  took quite 
some t ime to make fr iends, to have open and 
honest conversations. There was actually 
one thing we did to win their confidence - we 
gave the people the feeling that we were not 
there to judge their country but to understand 
i t .

What is the nightlife like? Does it exist?

The capital ci ty Tiraspol has a small but 
f ine nightl i fe. Our fr iend Max is MC in the 
club Plazma. Outside there might be a Lenin 
statue, but inside they enjoy raves on a ferry 
on the river Dniestr,  have drinking games, 
spend a days wage on an imported Red Bull , 
dress up in last year’s fashion from Kiev or 
Moscow. A trainer of a foreign soccer club 
raved glowingly about how the women of 
a nightclub treated his team and staff .  There 
is one main boulevard in Tiraspol.  At night-
t ime you cruise up and down the street, 
have pineapple juice and a pizza at Seven 
Days and then head to the clubs or the local 
casino. Fortunately the t imes of curfews are 
over.
 
What about other forms of new culture. 

Do young people make music, fashion, art, 

love?

Pridnestrovie is today what other CIS 
countries were in the beginning of the ‘90s. 
A painter told us - “We don’t  l ike modern 
paintings. I t  wasn’t  long ago when our people 
put carpets on the wall  instead of pictures.” 
We met a young actor who desperately 
wants to stage avant-garde plays but is 
not accepted. Too far ahead for his t ime. 
Transformation has not yet arrived there. 
What they do is make music. Pridnestrovians 
love rock, especially i f  i t  sounds l ike 
Rammstein. They have punk concerts where 
the audience sits on chairs well-behaved. 
There is an annual festival in the city stadium 
for aspiring Russian rock bands. There is one 
hip-hop band so far. Even though there is no 
off icial discrimination against gay people 
there is no open scene yet.

O f f  t he  maps and ou t  o f  t he  gu idebook s,  t he  t iny  non-
nat ion  of  Pr idens t rov ie  due ls  w i t h  Be larus  fo r  t he  t i t l e  o f 
Eas t e rn  Europe’s  mos t  in t r igu ing des t inat ion.
T he breakaway s tat e,  sandw iched bet ween Moldova and 
Uk ra ine,  has  increas ing ly  come to  t he  at t ent ion  of  o f f - t rack 
advent ure  t rave le rs  in  t he i r  ques t  to  f ind  more  obscure  and 
unspoi l t  locat ions.

Our friend Max is MC in the club Plazma. Outside there 
might be a Lenin statue, but inside they enjoy raves on 
a ferry on the river Dniestr, have drinking games, spend 
a days wage on an imported Red Bull.
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Did you form an opinion about the way 

forward for Pridnestrovie? Should it be 

independent, should it join the Russian 

Federation (as it wants to) or should it 

be given back to Moldova?

Pridnestrovie faces a grim future. No poli t ical 
model wil l  guarantee freedom and prosperity. 
And no solution, be i t  independence, joining 
Russia or be annexed by Moldova, seems 
possible or feasible at this t ime. Maybe 
the country would prosper i f  joining Russia 
was possible. I t  just is not very l ikely to 
happen. But we believe that the people 
should have the right and the possibil i ty to 
decide what they want. A referendum that is 
internationally accepted. Pridnestrovie has 
a reali ty that everybody younger than 25 
has no memory of being part of Moldova. I t 
appears that Pridnestrovie is a plaything for 
Moldova. We don’t  believe that there wil l  be 
any integration. 

What do you hope your book will achieve? 

A better outcome for Pridnestrovie? More 

tourism?

Humbly do we decline the hope that our 
book wil l  turn history around. What we do 
want to achieve is to put Pridnestrovie on 
the map in international media. We would 
be happy to interest people in this country 
and in this confl ict .  There is l i t t le news 
space for Pridnestrovie and most coverage 
is uniformly against the country. We want to 
balance this with our reali ty.  We want to set 
a posit ion against the biased coverage of 
Western media. We especially want to show 
that behind the cold news there are faces 
and emotions. We definitely would encourage 
tourism! People, go to Pridnestrovie as long 
as i t  exists. I t ’s an adventure, i t ’s a tr ip back 
to the past,  i t  offers a way of understanding. 
Also an understanding of why many Russians 
st i l l  cherish the Soviet Union.

This is Radio PMR: News from Transnistr ia - 
Available from Bildschöne Bücher
www   . b i l d s c h o e n e - b u e c h e r . d e

Pridnestrovians love rock, especially 
if it sounds like Rammstein. They have 
punk concerts where the audience sits 
on chairs well-behaved.
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