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Off the maps and out of the guidebooks, the tiny non-  “##§

nation of Pridenstrovie duels with Belarus for the title of! ‘: ]f'

Eastern Europe’s most intriguing destination.

The breakaway state, sandwiched between Moldova andi

Ukraine, has increasingly come to the attention of off-trackis:

adventure travelers in their quest to find more obscure an

unspoilt locations.

Pridnestrovie (also known as Transnistria)
exudes the pheromonal spunk of an
emerging post-Communist state, replete with
despotism, bribery and a developing nightlife.
The president is Igor Smirnov — what more
can you ask for than a leader whose last
name is homonymous with a vodka brand
(and who looks like an overweight copy of
Lenin, with his Bolshevik goatee)?

Having realized its bewitching appeal to

a certain traveller demographic, Pridnestrovie
has attempted to capitalize on tourism by
setting up a website that proclaims itself “the
Ukrainian Riviera”.

Six years ago a pair of Austrian
photojournalists began visiting Pridnestrovie,
building up connections and trust with local
citizens and authorities over a series of
subsequent trips.

The culmination of their work is the photobook
“This is Radio PMR: News from Transnistria”,
released in 2007 by boutique German
publishing house Bildschéne Bucher.

B EAST spoke to Marcell about their travels
through this curious little country.

B EAST: WHAT DREW YOU TO PRIDNESTROVIE?
Marcell: Pridnestrovie is a journalist’s and

an artist’s dream. This is a country that
refuses the dissolution of the Soviet Union.
Even though it no longer is Communist, it still
holds high the values of the glorious past.
The country is internationally not recognized
- that adds a thrilling political momentum.
The people still live under Soviet-style
propaganda which is an invitation for artistic
reflection and action. Last but not least, there
are few westerners who expose themselves to
Pridnestrovie. We believe there are not many
Western Europeans who know the country as
well as we do.

AVEN’'T BEEN

S NEXT — WHAT BORDERS

We have travelled Pridnestrovie for six years
now. It became sort of a second home. I

think we are not ready to let go completely.
There are still so many stories to tell. The
book was not the end but rather a beginning.
Besides that we are ogling the other non-
recognized countries - South Ossetiaq,
Abkhazia, Karabakh, Somaliland. Borders and
boundaries are what interest us most.

Prldnestrowe is both a closed soc1ety and one
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with a certain amount of curiosity. There | ‘ 438
isolation from the outside world. People capf i
travel to some extent but they feel left al& ;
Due to the small number of visiting foreigng
we are as visible as a coloured cow. =F‘i~:
was this young woman who was so thrill
meet us, saying that she never expected 1o
able to talk to a foreigner. But there is a |
suspicion thanks to the propaganda. So ﬂi crll
first thought of a Pridnestrovian might be <% %
“Cool, there is a foreigner to talk to.” And" the
second - but what if he is a spy? It took quite
some time to make friends, to have open.:.ll d
honest conversations. There was actually_{j 85y
one thing we did to win their confidence -
gave the people the feeling that we were i
there to judge their country but to underszf
it.

WHAT IS THE NIGHTLIFE LIKE? DOES IT EX
The capital city Tiraspol has a small but = 3
fine nightlife. Our friend Max is MC in the
club Plazma. Outside there might be a Len

statue, but inside they enjoy raves on a fei
on the river Dniestr, have drinking games, §
spend a days wage on an imported Red Bu|
dress up in last year’s fashion from Kiev or.
Moscow. A trainer of a foreign soccer club®, |
raved glowingly about how the women of ﬁ

a nightclub treated his team and staff. Th '
is one main boulevard in Tiraspol. At nights
time you cruise up and down the street, | % i
have pineapple juice and a pizza at Seven# | /
Days and then head to the clubs or the lén el
casino. Fortunately the times of curfews q CH
over. k

Pndnestrowe is today what other CIS
countries were in the beginning of the ‘90s
A painter told us - “We don’t like modern §i§
paintings. It wasn’t long ago when our peap ;
i
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put carpets on the wall instead of picturesf.
We met a young actor who desperately |
wants to stage avant-garde plays but is

not accepted. Too far ahead for his time. |
Transformation has not yet arrived there. ]
What they do is make music. Pridnestrovians 1
love rock, especially if it sounds like ' i

Rammstein. They have punk concerts wherg|f' ¥l
the audience sits on chairs well-behaved. § i1 ;

There is an annual festival in the city stadivm
for aspiring Russian rock bands. There is ohe
hip-hop band so far. Even though there is n

official discrimination against gay people |
there is no open scene yet.
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be unnexed by Moldova, seems
ible or feasible at this time. Maybe
1 'rs?'gry would prosper if joining Russia
ssible. It just is not very likely to
: 2 But we believe that the people
shoul ihave the right and the possibility to
-j decide what they want. A referendum that is
: lnternahonally accepted. Pridnestrovie has
a reahty that everybody younger than 25
has ne‘memory of being part of Moldova. It
appears that Pridnestrovie is a plaything for
Moldoya. We don‘t believe that there will be
any integration.

(WHAT DO YOU HOPE YOUR BOOK WILL ACHIEVE?
A BETTER OUTCOME FOR PRIDNESTROVIE? MORE

Humbly do we decline the hope that our
book will turn history around. What we do
want to achieve is to put Pridnestrovie on

the map in international media. We would

be happy to interest people in this country
and in this conflict. There is little news

space for Pridnestrovie and most coverage

is uniformly against the country. We want to
balance this with our reality. We want to set
a position against the biased coverage of
Western media. We especially want to show
that behind the cold news there are faces
and emotions. We definitely would encourage
tourism! People, go to Pridnestrovie as long
as it exists. It's an adventure, it’s a trip back
to the past, it offers a way of understanding.
Also an understanding of why many Russians
still cherish the Soviet Union.

This is Radio PMR: News from Transnistria -

Available from Bildschéne BUcher
WWW.BILDSCHOENE-BUECHER.DE
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